
COMING MEETINGS
American Association of Aniiloniisls, Cleveland, Dec. Ill-Jan. 2.
American Physiological Society, Cleveland, Dec. 2(1-28.
Southern Surg. and Gyncc. Assn., Old Point Comfort, Va., Dec. 17-10.
Western Surgical und (lyiicc. Assn., Cincinnati, Dec. 20-21.

SOUTHERN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
Sixth Annual Meeting, held at Jacksonville, Fla.,

Nov. 12-14, 1912

(Continued from page 2000)
Empiricism in Medicine

Dr. II. H. Martin, Savannah, (¡a.: If we must use drugs
in our practice, we have the U. S, Pharmacopeia, the National
l-'ormulary, and the list of new and nonofliciiil remedies which
have been examined and approved by the Council on Pharmacy
and Chemistry of the American Medical Association. We
should withdraw our support from the so-called remedies and
cures which arc manufactured or compounded for the sole
purpose of making money and not for the purpose of healing
the sick. Let us, as medical men, entrusted with the health
and lives of our fellow men, come to a fuller realization of
our duties and responsibilities. Let us shake o(F the super-
stitions and absurdities of empiricism; let us draw a sharper
line between scientific and empiric medicine with "no com-

promise" as our slogan. Let us exclude from our olliees tho
voluble "detail man'.' ami his wares, and the medical journals
which are allied with the proprietary interests. Let us also
endeavor to have established, if necessary, one or more drug-
stores in every city and town in this country where drugs are

dispensed on prescription only. Let us endeavor to secure the
enactment of a law in each state that will make the news-

paper proprietor just as responsible civilly and criminally for
the advertisements that go into his paper as he is for any
article in the news columns.

The Thyroid and Hyperthyroidism
Du. Stuart Medium, Richmond, Va.: A patient with

exophthalmic goiter ought to be kept under observation and
carefully studied for some days before the surgeon decides
on the character of the operation best suited to the Individual
and the safest time to perform it. In the hands of experts,
the mortality of operations for hypcrthyroidisin Is now from
2 to 5 per cent., and 85 per cent, of those who recover may
be said to be symptomatic cures. It is neither honest nor

expedient to make light of the operation or to belittle its
difficulties and (lungers. After a successful opííration for
hyperthyroidism the Improvement in the patient is Immediate
and marked. ÈÎO opérai ion in surgery produces such quick
and brilliant results. Tremor disappears, the pulse falls to
normal, the eyes become less and less wild, and restlessness
and irritability arc replaced by quiet and composure. The
wound, as a rule, heals rapidly, and the patient is able to
leave the hospital in from ten to fourteen days. Though the
patient is well from the operation, and though the acute
symptoms are relieved, the patient, should not return Immedi-
ately to the ordinary activities of life. It requires approxi-
mately the same time to recover from exophthalmic goiter
us from a nervous breakdown from other causes. A success-
ful operation should he followed by an adequate period of rest.

Vaccine Therapy
l)i(. Iiivi.n B, COLGIN, Waco, Texas: The most uniform

results obtained from the use of vaccines are in cases of
pyogenic Infection, especially those caused by staphylocoocl,such as furuncles and carbuncles. This is due to two factors,
the chroiiicity of the infection and the uniformity of the
Causative Organism. Success has also been the rule in
treating cases of acne vulgaris. In vaccine therapy success

depends pm (1) choice of eases applicable to the use of bac-
terial vaccines; (2) determination of the causative factor
(do nut depend on mixed vaccines, as usually if you eliminate

the main factor Nature can take care of the balance of infec-
tion); ('A) selection of the dose according to individual
patients (do not follow set rules) ; (4) the interval between
injections (make it long enough to let the body respond to
the stimulation).

DISCUSSION
Dit. J. B. Elliott, Jn., New Orleans: My results in the

treatment of typhoid fever by the use of typhoid vaccines
have been uniformly successful. The eases have all terminated
about the twentieth or twenty-second day, and after three
«loses of vaccine have been given the temperature has generally
fallen to normal. I have failed to see any harm done in any
case by the use of typhoid vaccines.

Hydrothorax in Its Relation to Cardiorenal Lesions
Du, Krank A. Jones, Memphis, Tenu.: Hydrothorax is often

an acute condition instead of part of a general dropsy. Acute
nephritis is often ushered in by an attack of acute edema of
the lungs, followed rapidly by acute fulminating hydrothorux.
In all probability, the edema of the lung followed rapidly by
hydrothorax is due to the same toxic agencies which, at the
same time, produce the renal changes. In these cases passive
congestion, venous stasis, etc., have nothing to do with the
production of the edema; the large black lung is analogous to
the large red kidney. When dyspnea is marked, either in
cardiac or renal lesions, the patient .should be examined for
hydrothorax' just as critically. Hydrothorax, massive In
nature, is often latent. Saline cathartics und digitalis, when
hydrothorax is present to any appreciable degree, are danger-
ous. They invite edema of the lungs and paralysis of the
heart.

Relation of Gas Embolism to the Production of Artificial
Pneumothorax

Dr. Stevens T. IIaiiuis, Highlands, N. C: The results of
no other method ever employed eau compare with the wonder-
ful results obtained by this procedure. It is the only real
curative treatment for phthisis ever devised. Artificial pneu-
mothorax, like other surgical methods, has its dangers, of
which the chief is gas embolism, Nearly all the deaths duo
to the treatment have been caused by this condition. The
chances for gas embolism are remote after you have definitely
proved that the pleura is free and that more or less of a.

cavity has been formed. We have never seen it occur when
tliis is the case, except when there were a thickened pleura,
and some adhesions, and when too high a pressure was sud-
denly produced.

Some Economic Questions Related to Syphilis
Dr. Isaiiohh Dyer, New Orleans: Hospitals for syphilis

should be established in every state, not as an incentive to
vice, hut as a deterrent. If sypbilitics were required to be
hospitalized for the treatment of their disease, it would reduce
the occurrence of syphilis ¡nul would encourage proper treat-
ment, While treatment may be of great importance, of more

Importance is the study of flu- ways and means to educate
flic profession and the public in the care and in the proventioit
of syphilis and its consequences.

Hygiene of Syphilis
Dn. Oscar DoWXINO, New OrleanSi As a preventive meas-

ure, segregation of the prostitute, class, while unsatisfactory
and undoubtedly a legalization of vice, affords opportunity for
medical supervision and treatment. Stringent, practical reg-
ulations, humane, adapted to local conditions, anil rigidly
enforced, would give results worth the ell'ort involved. liul,
to be ell'ective, there should be no favor, no laxity, no escape.
Certainty and justice should be the keynotes. The, best means
of getting rid of syphilis or any similar disease is to educate
the people by energetio, praotical work. Vigilance in th«*
control of bail practices, activity in the practical things per-
taining to home life, enforcement, of every health ordinance
and regulation are means which spread the gospel of clean-
liness and health. The hygi. of syphilis is Ihe same as the
hygiene of other contugious diseases. From its nature, specific
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work should be «lone to enlighten every one. as to its origin
and to correct the falso notion that it is contracted in one

way.
Treatment of Chronic Laryngeal Stenosis

Dr. Homer Dupuy, New Orli-uns: When a laryngeal steno-
sis is the result of hyperplastic changes, some form of dilata-
tion is the most logical method of overcoming it. Cradual,
systematic dilatation by intubation oilers favorable prospects
of success. The tube with a low retaining swell and a vide
head would seem to meet a want in the treatment of this
form of stenosis. In children, hypertrophie laryngitis is
largely responsible for a. chronic laryngeal stenosis. In this
particular affection tracheotomy is more apt to induce con-
nective-tissue changes than to effect a final cure.

(To be concluded)

Current Medical Literature

AMERICAN
Titles marked vvltli an asterisk (*) are iilistracled lielow.

American Journal of Insanity, Baltimore
Jut II, LXIX. Xo. I. pp. 1-265

1 Sociologie Aspect ol' insanity and Allied Defects, 11. Work,
Pueblo, Colo,

2 Alzheimer's Piscase. S; C. Puller and II. I. Klopp, West-
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;i »Sonic Problems in Heredity in Mental Diseases, II, A. Cotton,
Trenton, N. .1,
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and 1-'. M. liarnos, Washington, 11. ('.
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clioses. ID, M. Pease, Waverley, Mass.

SI "Association in Pi¡elile-Mliulcd and Delinquent Clillilren. V. C.
Eastman and a: ,i. Roaanoff, Kings Park, N. Y.

8 *Cllnlcal Interpretations of Serologie Content of lllood and
Cerelii'ospinal fluid, with liel'ereiice to Cytology anil Chem-
istry of Lat 1er, in Mental Diseuses. M. .1. Karpas, New
York.1(1 Introductory lllstopiilhologle Sillily Of Paranlexus In Psy-
choses, j. a. v. i-i'ein'er, Washington, I). c.

11 How Long Has Pellagra Existed in South Carolina? ,T. W.
Hancock, Colunibla, S. C.

.

3; Heredity in Mental Diseases.—No attempt is made by
('often to give any dofinite conclusions regarding the hereditary
'actors in the various psychoses. He reviews some of the most
Important work done so far and outlines the methods to be
pursued to obtain the best results In future work. He also
speaks of some of the dllliculties to be met with, «¿specially
when analyzing the material us it comes from the field work-
B*S, and emphasizes the necessity of maintaining an open
mirrd regarding these problems, and not to be too biased In
nttempfing to make the facts fit the Mendelian laws. At the
same time, in« recognizes that a comprehensive knowledge of
the laws will assist materially in analyzing «Info and in arriv-
 »K at practical conclusions, lie also feels that much valuable
material will be obtained which will aid in solving the prob-
lems of prophylaxis ami prevention of mental discuses. An
excellent bibliography is appended to Cotton's paper.

i. Hallucinations in Manic-Depressive Psychoses.--In 800
cases in which the histories were studied by Pease, 21!) or 27..'!
POT cent, had hallucinations. Of the 211) hulluciuat iug cases 122
Or 65(7 per cent, recovered. Of* the ¡">Hl noil-hulltlcinnting cases

-!|8 or f,;i.4 pe,- cent, recovered. It was found that these 800
eases represent, only lit)!) persons. Of the 600 persons, 182 or
-•>••) per cent, had hallucinations. Of the 182 hallucinating per-
sons mi or 54.3 per cent, recovered. Of the 427 iiiin-hullucinnt-
i'-iï persons, 1!)2 or 44.9 per cent, recovered. So fur as halluci-
nations have any prognostic value at all, Pease says they indi-
cate (1) a slightly belter prognosis for the attack, and (2) a

somewhat greater liability to recurrence of attacks. But (It)
the différences in percentage between tin- hallucinating and flic
non-hallucinating cases is so slight iih to suggest that, if data
from a much larger number of cases could be obtained these
differences might disappear; in which case hallucinations
would have no prognostic value.

8. Association in Feeble-Minded and Delinquent Children.—
The material of this study consists mainly of test records
which have been obtained from 253 subjects. All subjects were

selected on the basis of backwardness in studies as rated by
the teachers; the majority are also delinquents, having been
committed on charges of truancy, disobedience, running away
from home, theft, burglary, assault, etc. In their ages 233 of
the subjects range from 11 to 17 years, almost all the remain-
ing twenty being one or two years below or above this range.
Tho conclusions arrived at are (1) that states of arrested
mental development present certain fairly characteristic asso-
ciationul tendencies. (2) These tendencies arc characterized
mainly by failures of reaction, non-specific reactions, and cer-

tain types of individual reactions. (3) The association lest,
as employed in the authors' study, is an aid in the diagnosis
of fcclile-inindcdiiess.

!). Cytology and Chemistry of Cerebrospinal Fluid.—In order
to make B complete laboratory report of ncurolngic or psychiat-
ric validity, Kurpiis says it is essential to examine the blood
and fluid for complement deviation, and, in addition to this,
cytologie and chemical tests of the cerebrospinal lluid should
be made. An examination of the blood alone will throw no

light on Ihe psychiatric or neurologic diagnosis, it must be
also emphasized that in suspicious cases, several examinations
of the blood und lluid should be performed! The 100 eases of
general paralysis .studied by Karpas gave in (13 per cent, a

positive Wassermann in the lluid and blood; 7 per cent,
revealed a positive Wassermann only in the blood; in Hi per
cent, the Wassermann reaction was present only in the fluid;
in -I per cent, of the cases, the Wassermann test in the blood
and lluid was negative, lie has had no experience with
incipient cases qjE general paralysis; forty-nine out of seventy-
two cases were fully developed anil only seven of twenty-two
general paralytics were in the last stage. Some of the eases

gave a negative Wassermann test in the blood; also there are
other instances in which the Wassermann test was negative in
the lluid, mid again there are cases which show a negative
Wassermann reaction both in the blood and lluid; and these
foldings bore no relation to the course and progress of the dis-
ease process. In all cases, except two, lyinphocv losis was

demonstrated with varying Intensity«; but no distinct parallel
with the course of the disease could be established. In flu«
majority of cases the four reactions were, us a rule, present.
Karpas is convinced that tbe cytologie reaction plus the
globulin content nre of profound significance and are always
indicative of an organic process in the central nervous system.
In two cases of cerebral syphilis, which were conlirined by post-
mortem examination) the Wassermann reaction was present in
the blood but not in the lluid, und globulin increase and
Ivinphocylosis were manifested. In chronic syphilitic endarfer-
itis of a non-active process und apparently healed guinmata,
the blood gave a complement deviation, the lluid was negative
for Wassermann beat, globulin was not increased and the cell«
count was very low, only three lymphocytes per cubic milli-
meter. In other cases, in which the syphilitic process was rela-
tively young or active, the results were the sume ns those
obtained by Plant. Tbe four reactions were not present in
the two eases of tabes. The alcoholic psychoses present no
pathologic phenomena in the lluid; however, in some of the
cases Wassermann reaction was present in the blood and in
some instances a history of syphilitic infection was obtained,Likewise arteriosclerotic and senile mental diseases and func-tional psychoses (such as dementia praecox, manic-depressiveinsanity, etc.) gave similar results. In epileptic psvehoscs, as
a rule, neither the blood nor the fluid reveals abnormal con-
si il neufs. Three of twenty-two cases of epileptic psychoses onthe first examination showed some abnormal phenomena in theblood and Quid. Under ànti-syphilitic treatment these path*Ologic mnnil'estations disappeared. The clinical laboratory can-
not be considered as the ultimate court, of appeals for decidingdisputed diagnosis of border line cases. The clinical observa-
tions cannot be undermined ; the development of disease can-
not be ignored; mid the progress and course of the clinical
pheiionienu should be carefully considered. The laboratory
results can only be utilized together with the clinical dala.
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